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  Public Utility District No. 1 of Klickitat County 

COMMISSION MEETING 
Tuesday, January 28, 2014 

 
 
 
PRESENT:  Commissioners Dan G. Gunkel-President, Ray A. Mosbrucker-Vice 
President and Randy L. Knowles-Secretary.  
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Jim Smith-General Manager, Ron Ihrig-Chief Operations Officer, 
Holly Dohrman-Power Manager, Kevin Ricks-LFG Site Manager, Gwyn Miller-H.R. 
Manager, Brandy Myers-Accountant, Anita Thompson-Interim Lead Senior Accountant, 
Ron Schultz-Chief Engineer, Mike DeMott-C.S. Supervisor,  and Kathy Loveland-
Executive Assistant.    
  
GUESTS:  Sherry Carver, and representatives of MADA Power as follows:  Arnold 
Goldman-CEO, Charlie Ricker-President, Kim Johnson-Chief Commercial Officer, and 
Yvonne Crainic-Executive Assistant to Mr. Goldman.   
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 2:00pm by President Dan 
Gunkel. 
 
PLEDGE:   The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.  
 
MINUTES:   Motion was made by Commissioner Randy L. Knowles to approve the 
January 14, 2014 meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried.   
 
CLAIMS & PAYROLL:  Brandy Myers presented the Claims and Payroll data for the 
Board’s approval.  MOTION was made by Commissioner Ray Mosbrucker to approve 
payroll warrants #43124 through #43125 and #9910586 through #9910662 in the 
amount of $166,983.61 as presented for the payroll period January 12, 2014; and to 
approve accounts payable vouchers #98826 through #98957 as presented in the 
amount of $878,042.95, which includes special voucher #98830.  Motion carried.   
 
REPORTS: 
 
 Commissioner Ray Mosbrucker reported that he attended the Washington PUD Association 

meetings January 15-17, 2014 in Olympia, WA which included a legislative reception of which 
most of our legislators were in attendance.  Commissioner Mosbrucker also visited our 
legislators at the Capital to discuss various bills currently in the House of Representatives.  The 
legislative bills that WPUDA is following on behalf of its members are listed in the Friday Fax 
newsletter.  Ray also attended the Bickleton Community meeting with Ron Ihrig, who provided 
an update to the community on their water project and funding process of such.  They would like 
a representative from their group to review the engineer’s request for quotes (RFQ) so that the 
community is more involved with the project.  Commissioner Mosbrucker further reported that 
he also attended the Washington Association of Sewer & Water Districts’ annual meeting in 
Tukwila, WA on January 25, 2014. They are working mainly on the same issues that WPUDA is. 
Discussion ensued regarding use of PUD email accounts, of which the Commissioners will 
begin using to keep their PUD business separate from their personal correspondence.  Staff 
was requested to look into purchasing laptops or tablets for the commissioners for further 
separation of PUD vs. personal business and asked to report back to the Board with 
alternatives. 

   
Commissioner Randy Knowles – No report at this time.   
  
Commissioner Dan Gunkel shared Energy Northwest’s new “Excellence in Governance” 

guidelines that were recently adopted by Energy Northwest’s Board, following an extensive 4-
day course in Corvallis, Oregon recently.  While in Corvallis the Energy Northwest Board toured 
a small company called NuScale Power.  Their goal is to develop small scale Pressurized Water 
Reactor (PWR) technology that is modular and scalable in 45-Megawatt increments (MWe).  
NuScale recently won a large grant from the U.S. Department of Energy to further their project. 
If the design and permitting are approved, plants could be constructed based on that approval. 
They plan to install the reactors in units of 12, for a total of 540 MW’s net. The modules can be 
installed one at a time, so you can scale a facility, but the infrastructure would be built upfront.  
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The size of a facility would drive the numbers, with a prediction of $96 to $113/MWh.  
Incremental cost is an estimated $30/MWh. There are savings in labor over traditional nuclear 
generation due to simplicity; however there would be no savings on security.  The key 
components of the units are underground, and the reactor would be in 10 million gallons of 
water that would act as a heat sink to prevent meltdown type accidents.  They have a lot of 
talent on staff which is what you would expect for an organization of that size.  With the 
constraints of permitting it will probably be 25 years before one is actually built. The carbon-free 
generation technology originated in the labs of Oregon State University in Corvallis, Oregon.   

 
GENERAL MANAGER - Jim Smith presented the General Manager’s report for December 

2013. He then asked Mike DeMott to provide an update to the Board on recent communications 
regarding a web posting regarding alleged errors in the distribution of Low-Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funds by Washington Gorge Action Programs (WGAP) to 
KPUD customers.  These allegations are false and Mike reported on investigations by KPUD 
staff.  Following discussion, the Board made note that staff had appropriately researched this 
issue, brought it to their attention, and that they were comfortable with staff’s report that the 
District’s policies and procedures are being met in regard to the application of LIHEAP funds to 
our customer accounts.  The report was accepted as presented.   

 
POWER MANAGEMENT – Holly presented the Power Management Department’s year-end 

report for 2013, as well as an update on the recent planned outage on the McNary Hydro 
Fishway Project.  During the outage it was noted that new cracks were found in the turbine 
blade, which welders repaired. Northern Wasco PUD is recommending that the team start 
investigating the purchase of a new blade.  Welding has been performed on the blade almost 
every year since 2002.  Replacement cost and availability is unknown at this time.  The report 
was accepted as presented.   

 
OPERATIONS DIVISION: ENGINEERING – Ron Schultz and Ron Ihrig presented the 

Engineering Department’s year-end report for 2013.  Staff also gave an update on the recent 
damage to the distribution and transmission lines due to the recent freezing fog and freezing 
rain.  Crews have been working about 16 hour days for over a week, so we are hoping for a 
break in the weather.  Four outside crews have been brought in to assist with repairs, 1 from 
NWPUD, 1 from Skamania PUD and 2 from Cowlitz PUD.  A project manager has also been 
brought in to co-ordinate the repair of the damage to the 230kV transmission line on Dot Road 
that was installed by Harvest Wind.  The Commissioners asked staff to pass on their 
appreciation to the crews for working out in this weather to keep our customers in power.  The 
report was accepted as presented.   

 
H.W. HILL LANDFILL GAS PROJECT -- Kevin Ricks and Ron Ihrig presented the year-
end report for the landfill gas project.  Kevin noted that to date it has been a very dry 
winter season at the landfill.  The report was accepted as presented.  
 
AGENDA ITEMS:   

 
A. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONSULTANTS ROSTER – MOTION was made 

by Commissioner Ray Mosbrucker to authorize the addition of twenty-one 
renewals and/or new consultants to Klickitat PUD’s professional service 
consultants’ roster for the 2014 year, as listed on Attachment A.  Motion carried.   

 
B. PRE-QUALIFICATION OF CONTRACTORS – MOTION was made by 

Commissioner Ray Mosbrucker to authorize renewals of seventy-three 
contractors as submitted, plus the addition of one new contractor – Juan Randall 
for pesticide spraying (see Attachment B), and to add those listed to Klickitat 
PUD’s small and/or large works rosters as indicated.   Motion carried.    

 
C. RESOLUTION No. 1667 & POLICY No. 48 – MOTION was made by 

Commissioner Randy Knowles to adopt Resolution No. 1667 and approve Policy 
Bulletin No. 48, both in regard to Klickitat PUD’s Operation Warm Heart Program, 
indicating that the program will be administered by the Goldendale Ministerial 
Association which is made up of representatives from seven local churches, with 
award of funding not to exceed $500.00 per customer.  Motion carried.  The 
Board thanked staff for coming up with a solution for the operation warm heart 
program.   

 



 

 1-28-2014 Board Minutes Page 3 
 

D. PUBLIC COMMENTS -- Representatives of MADA Power were present and 
gave a presentation to the Board on a new electrical storage system technology 
that their company is developing. They would like to do a joint feasibility study 
with KPUD to explore the applicability of their technology for this area.  Their 
technology is currently in the testing stages, but is not in commercial production 
as of yet.  Following discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that it would 
be difficult to bring on a project such as this, due to the fundamentals of the 
energy market. However the technology is interesting, and perhaps there will be 
uses for it in our area in the future.  MADA representatives may put a proposal 
together for the Board at a future time.   

 
E. SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE: POLE ATTACHMENT FEES – Mr. Smith 

reported that following the Board’s approval of a pole attachment fee via motion 
at the previous Board meeting, staff would like to request that the approval be 
done after an open public hearing.  Therefore, staff is hereby recommending that 
the Board set a public hearing date for pole attachment fees to ensure we can 
take public comment prior to approving the revised fees.  The recommended 
attachment fee is not changed.    
MOTION was made by Commissioner Randy Knowles to set a public hearing 
date for Tuesday, February 25, 2014 at 3:00pm.  Motion carried.   

 
F. RESOLUTION No. 1675 “To Declare Emergency Conditions” -- MOTION was 

made by Commissioner Randy Knowles to adopt Resolution No. 1675 as 
presented, thereby declaring emergency conditions related to the January, 2014 
storm damage to the White Creek to Harvest Wind 230 kV transmission line.  
Motion carried.    
 

G. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Personnel Matters  (GM Evaluation) --  President 
Gunkel called for an Executive Session at 4:55pm for the purpose of discussing 
personnel matters in regard to the general manager’s evaluation, noting that the 
session would last for 15 minutes.   

 
RCW 42.30.110 – Executive Sessions. 
(1) Nothing contained in this chapter may be construed to prevent a governing body from holding an 
executive session during a regular or special meeting: 
     (g) To evaluate the qualifications of an applicant for public employment or to review the performance of 
a public employee. 

 
The Executive Session concluded at 5:05pm.  No action was taken.   

 
 

H. ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 
5:06pm.     

 

 
 
 
___________/s/___________________ 
Dan G. Gunkel, President   
 
 
 
__________/s/____________________ 
Ray A. Mosbrucker, Vice President  
 
 
 
_________/s/_____________________   _________/s/__________________ 
Randy L. Knowles, Secretary   Kathy Loveland, Executive Assistant 
 
Date Approved:_2/11/2014_ 
 
 


